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Q: What is your favorite Sterling tradition? 
 

A: The Olin Nisbet Award, given to a Sterling employee each December, is a great tradition. Named for the founder of our firm 
and based on nominations from peers, the recognition is for an employee that exemplifies the characteristics of Sterling’s 
mission and values statement. Over the years, I’ve gotten to see many deserving colleagues win the honor, and I’m proud to 
have been recognized in 2011 (rumors of a ‘hanging chad’ and vote tampering are greatly exaggerated)! Several colleagues 
worked with Olin personally and hearing their stories and recollections over the years has been a great experience, giving me a 
better sense of his vision for the firm.   
 
Q: What advice would you give to someone looking to work in the investment industry? 
 

A: It’s a competitive industry to break into for a young professional. My advice for a person in that circumstance is twofold – 
study and work hard. It’s certainly not original or a shortcut, but it’s the tried and true method. The phrase ‘it’s not what you 
know, it’s who you know’ irks me to no end. Getting a college degree, an advanced degree, a CFA® designation, reading and 
learning everything possible about capital markets – both from a classical/textbook and modern day perspective – and having 
a never-ending thirst for knowledge will do more for you than a ‘contact’ ever will. In terms of hard work, in this industry it 
should be a given, as we’re fortunate to do this for a living. I’d take the approach that no job is too small and no detail too 
minor. When starting out, it’s not necessarily high-profile, but I truly believe the way to get the job you want is to be really good 
at the job you have. Being a person that people can count on will open many, many doors. Coupled with true, deep knowledge 
of financial markets, you’ll be ready when opportunity knocks. 
  
Q: If you had a time machine, would you go back in time or into the future? What would you most 
look forward to seeing and/or experiencing? 
 

A: How do you know I don’t have a time machine? 
 

I’d like to go back in time, about a hundred years, but only temporarily. It’s top of mind because I’m heading over to Belfast and 
London later this week for vacation, but I think a lot about my great-grandparents packing up their things and getting on a boat 
in Northern Ireland to come over to the U.S. in the 1920s (with a few small kids in tow, no less). I’d love to interview them on 
the day they headed out to start a new life for their family. 
 

After the interview, I’d head right back to 2018, because college football season is around the corner and South Carolina is, as 
always, looking strong. 



Please note:   The opinions contained in the preceding commentary reflect those of Sterling Capital Management LLC.  The 
stated opinions are for general information only and not meant to be predictions or an offer of individual or personalized 
investment advice.  They are not intended as an offer or solicitation with respect to the purchase or sale of any security.  This 
information and these opinions are subject to change without notice.  Any type of investing involves risk and there are no 
guarantees.  Sterling Capital Management does not assume liability for any loss which may result from the reliance by any 
person upon such information or opinions.  

Investment advisory services are available through Sterling Capital Management LLC, a separate subsidiary of BB&T 
Corporation. Sterling Capital Management LLC manages customized investment portfolios, provides asset allocation analysis 
and offers other investment-related services to affluent individuals and businesses. Securities and other investments held in 
investment management or investment advisory accounts at Sterling Capital Management LLC are not deposits or other 
obligations of BB&T Corporation, Branch Banking and Trust Company or any affiliate, are not guaranteed by Branch Banking 
and Trust Company or any other bank, are not insured by the FDIC or any other government agency, and are subject to 
investment risk, including possible loss of principal invested. 
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